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Réamhrá—–Foreword 
 

Last year (2009), Kevin Haughey of Roxboro’, Kilcar and Dublin gave me a copy of the 
1878 Glencolumbkille Stipend Book. The book contains valuable information on the      
families in the Parish in the last quarter of the 19th Century.  I made a start on scanning it on 
to my computer but I did not get it completed. In April this year at Éigse Theilinn, Eoghan Ó 
Cuirrighín, An Baile Mór, gave me an identical copy and I have now completed the work. 
 
Both copies were photocopies of poor quality and many pages had a broad black margin on 
the left-hand side which obscured some of the text. I scanned the pages as best I could into 
MS Publisher and then converted them into a PDF File. Many of the insertions are not very 
legible and there are many doodles on the pages. I kept both the insertions and doodles. I 
find that the File is easier to read on the computer screen (which can be enlarged) than as a 
printed copy. (My printer is an ancient model). 
 
The Stipend Register is believed to have been compiled in 1878, but it was not completed 
until some time later. It remained in use until 1891. As can be seen, there were many         
additions and deletions  done to it during those years. 
 
Fr John McGroarty was appointed Parish Priest in 1870. He died in November 1878. Fr    
Peter Kelly was PP from January 1879 until October 1880. Fr Francis William Gallagher 
was PP from the autumn 1880 until he died in March 1886. Fr Peter McDevitt was PP from 
1886 until he died in 1905. 
 

The Layout of the Book 
 

The name of the Townland is at the top of each page. 
 
The book is laid out in three columns—Householder— Wife—Children. 
 
Just to the left of the names are the ages of the people. The ages of the children can be taken 
to be fairly accurate. The ages given by the adults may not be! Before the Old Age Pension 
came into force in 1909, ages were not important.  
 

Insertions 
 

Page Numbers: I think that the Page Nos. were added by the person who made the Photo-
copy? 
 
On the left edges of the pages, near the Householders names are figures £1.00; 10/-, 5/-, etc. 
I am guessing that these were the amount of the Stipends assessed? 
 
Above some of the names are entries like: [R], £2-17-6; 1 cow; 1 calf; 1 stirk; 1 heifer; 10 
sheep; a wee pig. I think that: [R], £2-17-6 refers to the Rent due to the Landlord? The others 
are the stock figures admitted to! 
 
Df: seems to be an abbreviation of defunct / deceased? 
 



 

Other Items 
 

Page 5: There are no details written about the names on this page. 
 
Page 9: The Townland and names on this page are not clear? 
 
Page 37, Loughinsha: There are no details about the names. 
 
Page No. 91 can be ignored; while it is part of the original document, it seems to be an accounts 
page. The names on it appear to come from the Kinnakillew and Drim lists. 
 
Kinnakillew : In the Stipend Book 15 Households are listed in this Townland. In the Griffiths 
Valuation 1857 there are 30 Households listed in the Townland of Kinnakillew, which includes, 
Gortalunn and Suide! Therefore, we can assume that Gortalunn and Suide are not listed in the 
1878 Stipend Book. 
 
The following Townlands are not listed either: Braade Upper; Braade Lower; Drumroe;     
Faugher, Gannew and Curran; Glenlough; Kilgoly; Kiltyfanned; Lougheraherk; Meenacross; 
Meenadiff, Meenadreen, Meenasilagh, Port, Straid; Stranagartan. 
 
Ballymore: In The Stipend Book the Teelin the Townlands of Shanbally and Lergadaghtan are 
included with the Townland of Ballymore. 
 
Despite the shortcomings of the Stipend Book, it is a mine of useful information. It should be 
studied  in conjunction with: 
 
 Appendix 5 pp 281-306 in Glencolmcille: A Parish History  2002 Dublin, by Conall Mac      
Cuinneagáin. 
 
Chapter 31, Tenants of 1848, 1857, 1867 pp 190-213 in Glencolumbkille: A History 300 BC—
1901 AD  2001 by Aidan Manning. 
 
Griffith Valuation: http://gis.donegal.ie/librarymaps/gisMap.htm?Townlands% 
 
National Archives, Bishops Street, Dublin: National Archives Census of Ireland 1901 and 1911 
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Bridget Manelis (Sister) 

Cathe Gara, niece of Michael Manelis and child 
of Ned Gara, Meenavaughran, Game Keeper. 
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Orphans:  Mary 19; John 16; Andrew 12;  Patrick 10; Thomas 6 and 
Ellen 6. 







































 
85 





 

87 





 

89 












